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I.—REPORT ON NORTHERN CHINA AND JAPAN. 


HE following account of conditions in Northern China and in Japan 
is taken from the report, dated the 4th July, of the Honorary Secre- 
tary on his visit to these countries :— 


(1) Peking—Shiminoseht. 

The Hon. Secretary left Peking for Tientsin on the 1st June on the 
same day that the first reinforcements, French and Japanese troops, for 
the Legation Guards reached the capital. Since then, the United States 
Government had drafted 100 marines to Peking, making her Legation 
Guard there up to 450. A force of 1,000 United States troops having 

arrived in Tientsin there were in Northern China (Peking and Tientsin) 
3,000 United States marines and 800 infantry. 

The day after the Hon. Secretary arrived in Tientsin a Japanese 
press agency issued a statement that all British and Japanese nationals 
had been advised to leave Peking, but this was at once denied. The 
Hon. Secretary endeavoured to find out something of the report of the 
Anglo-Chinese Commission for the retrocession of the British Concession 
at Tientsin, which was completed and initialled on the 25th April. 
Official circles were, however, uncommunicative on this matter, but it 
) was learnt that the arrangement was not to be as sweeping as the Hankow 
» Agreement. It was believed that there were to be six Councillors, three 
British and three Chinese, with a Chinese Chairman, though not appointed 
by the Peking Government : a Chinese Municipal Director, appointed 
by the Peking Government but without a vote on the Council ; and some 
sort of trust to ensure the correct administration of surplus taxation and 
the income of municipal securities, etc. (In the Manchester Guardian 
of the roth June it was reported that the proposal was to maintain the 
area as an entity but to hand back its sovereignty to the Chinese Govern- 
‘ment. Provision was made for the appointment of a Chinese President 
| to take the place in connection with the Concession hitherto held by 

the British Consul-General). 

From Tientsin the Hon. Secretary took the overland route to Mukden, 
a journey which follows exactly the line of Marshal Chang Tso-lin’s 
retreat in 1924. The whole line of the Peking-Mukden Railway was 
picketed by Japanese troops with here and there some British units. 
At Mukden the Hon. Secretary visited the large arsenal established by 
Chang Tso-lin. It was closely guarded and ‘‘ humming with work.”’ 

From Mukden the Hon. Secretary went south, through Manchuria 
and Korea. He considered that Japan had conferred great benefits on 
the latter country since she annexed it in 1910, especially with regard to 
afforestation and municipal cleanliness. In spite of this the Hon. 
Secretary found that Japanese domination in Korea was unpopular, and 
that it was generally held that some form of home rule government 
would have to be granted to Korea in time. At Seoul he was told of the 
difficulties caused by the American missionaries in Korea, who, it was 
alleged by various Japanese, stirred up the people against Japanese rule, 
and encouraged the Korean independence movement. Much of the 
| responsibility for the insurrection of 1919 was stated to have been traced 

to Missionary influence. Europeans of long standing residence in Korea 
held the view, however, that the Koreans were far better off under 
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Japanese rule than they had been under their own independent Emperors, 
From Fusan the Hon. Secretary crossed to Shiminoseki and thence to 


Tokyo. 


(2) Tokyo. 

In Tokyo, through the kindness of the Marquess Komura, Chief of 
the Press Bureau of the Japanese Foreign Office, the Hon. Secretary 
was permitted to attend the daily conferences which the former held 
with the British and American press representatives. 

The Hon. Secretary learnt that with regard to Northern China, Japan’s 
hand had been forced by the Peking Government’s demand for a revision 
of the Treaty of 1896. Negotiations for a new treaty had been in progress 
since the 21st January of this year, and were expected to be concluded 
at any moment. Japan was prepared to carry out the recommendations 
of the Extra-territoriality Commission if and when a stable central 
Government was established at Peking. With regard to the Nationalists 
no agreement had been reached over the Nanking affair and no real 
satisfaction had been obtained. Japanese troops would continue to 
occupy Tsingtao and Tsinan until all danger to life and property had 
ceased. 

The definite policy that Japan would adopt towards China was settled 
at the China Conference of Japanese diplomatic and consular officials 
in China which opened at the Foreign Office on the 27th June. (The 
Conference closed on the 7th July—see Bulletin, Vol. IV. No. 2). At 
the time of the Hon. Secretary’s visit it was expected that Japanese 
policy would be considerably influenced by the expected capture of 
Peking by Chiang Kai-shek. The salient point in any Japanese oriental 
policy must necessarily be a strong grasp on the party in power in Man- 
churia and the Hon. Secretary reported that the Japanese Government 
was prepared to recognize a Nationalist Government in Peking, if such 
a Government was prepared to recognize, in its turn, China’s international 
obligations. 

With regard to the Naval Limitation Conference at Geneva, the 
Hon. Secretary reported that the first reaction in Japan was one of dis- 
appointment that the United States proposals envisaged the application 
of the 5-5-3 ratio to warships not dealt with at the Washington Con- 
ference—a proposal to which Japan could never agree. 

The Hon. Secretary stated that the League of Nations was treated 
somewhat ironically in Japan since the one subject that affected Japan’s 
international future, namely, emigration, was debarred from discussion 
as a “‘ domestic question.’’ It was also realised that the work of the 
Japanese delegate on the Council was mainly that of keeping the peace 
or of acting as an important observer in European quarrels. It was not 
felt that the League could do much to assist Japan in solving her great 
international problems, i.e., her relations with China, Russia and in the 
Pacific. The Hon. Secretary stated that, as a result, the League of 
Nations Associations in Japan was not the flourishing and popular 
organization it would like to be. It had abandoned in its policy the 
attempt to gain support from the present generation and concentrated 
its efforts upon enlisting the enthusiasm and help of the rising generation 
by a campaign in the schools, colleges and Universities. In this field 
good progress was reported. 
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The Hon. Secretary continued his report on Japan by reviewing the 
eneral sentiment in the country with regard to the first general election 

in the Spring of 1928, which will be held under the provisions of the 
Universal Manhood Suffrage Act. He stated that a certain uneasiness 
was manifested as to the extreme labour element. He reported that of 
organized communism such as that known in Europe and in China there 
was but little in Japan. With the growth of industry, however, com- 
munism was on the increase and, moreover, in the north of the island 
there was a spreading feeling of discontent among the agriculturists and 
there had been some rioting. This movement was not anti-dynastic in 
any way but was directed entirely against capitalism, which had not 
chosen the wisest course in the lean years following the War and the 
earthquake of 1923. A further disturbing element was the large number 
of unemployed among the educated and semi-educated classes. Young 
men, who had graduated from the Universities only to find themselves 
completely unfitted for the type of work they could obtain, complained 
bitterly of the loss of time and money spent in acquiring an education. 
It was feared that this element would supply the discontented workers 
and agriculturists with the leaders which at the moment they lacked. 
It was impossible to gauge exactly what effect they could have until 
the election actually took place, in March or April of next year. 

The Hon. Secretary stated that on the whole the Anglo-Saxon was 
not very popular in Japan. He was received with extreme and almost 
' embarrassing politeness, but the Japanese believed that they had been 
cold-shouldered by the British in the discontinuing of the Anglo- Japanese 
Alliance, and insulted by the United States of America by the Japanese 
Exclusion Clause in the Immigration Act of 1924. They felt that the 
loss of their alliance with Great Britain was little compensated for by a 


four-power pact guaranteeing the Pacific Island possessions of each 
f country against a mythical invader. 


II.—CHRONOLOGY. 
Albania. 
August 2nd.—Publication of Extradition Treaty with Great Britain, 
» (See Great Britain.) 


Argentine. 
July 23rd.—A bomb exploded in Palermo Park, Buenos Aires, and 


damaged the statue of Washington. 
july 30th.—Argentine delegates to London. (See Great Britain.) 


Australia. 

July 31st.—Mr. Bruce, the Prime Minister, in a speech said that it was 
very important to Australia that the British Empire should not agree to 
any plan of disarmament which would imperil the supremacy of the British 
Navy on the Seven seas, and the effective guarding of the Empire’s trade 
routes. 


Austria. 


July 20th.—The funeral of fifty-seven of the ninety-nine victims of the 
tioting'in Vienna passed off without any untoward incident. It was officially 
reported that no fewer than 150 policemen were injured in the rioting. 
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July 21st.—Signatures were exchanged with Czechoslovakia on a supple- 
ment to the Trade Convention between the two countries. 

July 25th.—The National Assembly met in a brief session for a memorial 
service for those who had lost their lives in the rioting on the 15th and 16th 
inst. 

July 26th.—The National Assembly met to discuss the subject of the 
disturbances in Vienna on the 15th and 16th July. The Chancellor, Dr, 
Seipel, made a statement defending the Government and blaming the 
Burgomaster of Vienna, Herr Seitz, for his hesitation in calling out the 
Republican troops. Dr. Bauer, the chief speaker of the opposition, replied 
to the Chancellor and made accusations against the police. 

July 27th.—The National Assembly resumed a close debate on Dr. Seipel’s 
statement of 26th July. The tone appeared to be more conciliatory. 

July 30th.—The Vienna City Council adopted a motion to convert the 


Socialist constabulary recruited during the recent disturbances into a per- 


manent force, 1,000 strong, with power to increase it in emergency. 


Belgium. 

July 19th.—The Government published the text of its reply to the German 
Government in which protest was made against certain assertions of the 
Reichstag Inquiry Commission concerning an alleged war Franc-tireurs waged 
in Belgium in 1914. 


Brazil. 


July 29th.—It was reported that the law for the suppression of Communism 
in Brazil was approved by the Chamber of Deputies by 118 votes to 18. 

July 30th.—It was reported in The Times of this date that the new police 
force in Sao Paulo, formed under an Act passed in October, 1926, commenced 
its duties on 8th July. Its formation began on Ist January. 


Bulgaria. 

July 18th.—Agrarians and Communists who had been hiding on Mount 
Vitosh were reported to have raided a village near Sofia, but to have been 
chased towards the Yugoslav frontier by the Peasant Militia. 

Another party of Communists crossed the Bulgarian frontier from Yugo- 
slav territory but were hunted back across the frontier by soldiers. 

July 23rd.—It was reported in The Times that there had been a renewal 
of Communist activity in connection with which the Prime Minister, M. 
Liaptcheff, recently placed before Parliament circulars and instructions 
distributed from Moscow. It was also stated that there was a strong anti- 
Communist feeling producing the beginning of a Fascist movement in Bulgaria. 

July 29th—Resumption of telephonic communication with Rumania. 
(See Rumania.) 


Chile. 
July 21st.—Colonel Carlos Ibanez was sworn in as President of the 
Republic at Santiago for a term of six years. 


China. 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 


Civil Wars. 
Shantung and Kiangsu. 

July 20th.—Southern troops were defeated by the Northern forces near 
Lincheng, forty-three miles north of Hsuchowfu. (Report of Danish Corres- 
pondent, The Times, 28th July.) 

July 21st.—It was reported that no arrangement had been made for an 
armistice on the Shantung border. Sun Chuan-fang’s army was stated to 
be concentrated at Tsinanfu and Taianfu. 


64 








me) 


the 
tak 


neig 
the 
sinc 
deci 


Yun 
on 1 


| Put: 


obje 
it w 


sides 


busi 
repre 
were 
Chia 


conte 


alliar 
Tso-] 





Chinese Internal Affairs—(contd.) 


July. 24th.-Shantung troops were stated to be in the vicinity of Hsu- 
chowfu. Later reports stated that they occupied the town. 

July 26th.—Southern forces were reported to have retired to Kuchen. 
Sun Chuan-fang was stated to have captured Pengpu on the Tientsin-Pukow 
| Railway. 

4 31st.—It was reported that Chiang Kai-Shek was threatened from 
three different directions, namely, Chekiang, Wuhan and Shantung. 


The Yangize. 

July 26th—Sun Chuan-fang, following the capture of Pengpu, was 
reported to be moving troops along the north bank of the Yangtze towards 
Chinkiang. 

Communist armies were stated to be advancing along the border of the 
Chekiang Province headed by Chang Chien, whose Hunanese troops per- 
petrated the Nanking outrage. 

July 26th—Chiang Kai-shek was reported to have left Nanking with a 
party of Generals and his staff. 

It was reported that the way to the Yangtze was practically open to the 
Northerners. 

July 27th.—It was reported that the forces concentrated on the Nanchang- 
} Kiukiang Railway were loyal to Wuhan (Hankow). 

Emissaries of Chiang-Kai-shek were reported to have arrived at Kuikiang. 

July 29th.—It was reported that fighting had begun between the Hankow 
and Nanking forces on the borders of the Poyang Lake below Kiukiang. 

Projected Hankow movement down the Yangtze. (See Hankow Govern- 
ment.) 

August 2nd.—It was reported that Sun Chuan-fang’s advance against 
the Nationalists was making rapid progress. Fighting was believed to have 
taken place at Tungchow, fifty miles from the mouth of the Yangtze. 


Yunnan. 

July 22nd.—It was reported that a further conflict had occurred in the 
neighbourhood of Yunnanfu between the troops of General Hu Jo-yu and 
the forces which have remained hostile to him since his obtaining power 
in June. One report stated that Yunnan-fu had been in a state of siege 
since the 17th July. 

July 24thIt was reported that the struggle in Yunnan remained un- 
decided. General Hu Jo-Yu was reported to have called all his forces into 
Yunnan-fu, thus stripping the region of Mong-tsu. It was announced that 
on the 12th July his opponents cut the Yunnan-fu-Tonkin Railway near 
| Putsi. Other forces were stated to have arrived near the capital with the 
object of attacking the General’s forces in the rear. 

July 26th.—Hostilities were stated to be continuing near Yunnan-fu, but 
, it was reported that the French Consul had obtained assurances on both 
sides that no fighting should occur in the city itself. 


Negotiations between Rival Factions. 

July 21st.—It was reported that the Ankuochun (Northern Army) were 
busily conferring among themselves on the policy to be followed. The 
representatives of Chiang Kai-shek and Yen Hsi-shan (Tuchun of Shansi) 
were in Peking informally to discuss the position. 

According to a statement by the Official News Bureau at Nanking, 
Chiang Kai-shek denied the accounts of negotiations for a compromise 
between the North and South, declaring that no peace negotiations were 
contemplated by the Nationalist Army. 

july 31st.—It was reported that negotiations were pending for a triple 
alliance between Yen Hsi-shan (the “‘ model’ Tuchan of Shansi), Chang 
Tso-lin and Chiang Kai-shek. 
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Chinese Internal Affairs—(contd.) 


It was also reported that Feng Yu-hsiang was approaching Chiang Kai- 
shek, through a representative at Shanghai. 


Miscellaneous. 
July 29th.—A detailed report was sent from Shanghai of the earthquake 


which occurred in Kansu on 23rd May. It was reported that the city of 
Kulang had absolutely disappeared, and it was estimated that 100,000 
were killed and 10,000 people were reported to have been drowned and 
100,000 rendered homeless in the region of Changshowfu, to the west of 
Amoy, as the result of mountain floods in the Fukien Province. 


Shanghai. 
July 2oth.—The identity of the six Russians arrested on the 18th July 


was disclosed. Included among these were, Rolland, since November 
military adviser to Chiang Kai-shek, and formerly Chief of Staff to General 
Gallen, Russian Military Adviser to the Nationalist Government at Hankovw, 

Official telegrams stated that Borodin had arrived in Shanghai. 

July 22nd.—It was officially stated that the six Russians arrested on 
the 18th July were released by order of Chiang Kai-sheck. 

July 27th.—Suspension of tea export duty. (See Nanking Governmeni). 

July 28th.—It was reported from Shanghai that Borodin was proceeding 
to Russia via Shensi as his position at Hankow had become untenable owing 
to a premature disclosure of instructions he had received from Moscow for 
breaking up the Left Wing of the Kuomintang. 

August 2nd.—It was reported that the local Nationalist Governor had 
given orders to the Post Office to refuse to transmit North China Daily News. 


The Kuomintang. 
The Nanking Government. 

July 21st.—Chiang Kai-shek and peace negotiations. (See Negotiations 
between Rival Factions.) 

July 23vd.—It was announced that the Nanking Government had given 
no explanation of the detention of at least three German vessels which had 
been searched but afterwards released. It was stated that having no extra- 
territoriality rights the Germans had no redress. 

July 25th.—The Government issued further announcements relating to 
the import duties. Instead of surtaxes at a flat rate of 30 per cent. on 
luxuries the rates will be graded between 15 and 574 per cent. 

Simultaneously with the abolition of likin on the 1st September, native 
Customs collectorates within 50 li (c.17 miles) of Treaty Ports will be closed. 
No further transit passes are to be issued, and coast trading and coast-wise 
export duties will be abolished. 

A conference was opened in the Ministry of Communications attended 
by heads of the Northern railways, in which numerous representations from 
public bodies deploring the condition of the railways and urging the removal 
of illegal taxation, relaxation of excessive tariff rates and the introduction 
of measures for dealing with unauthorised military interference with the 
traffic were considered. The conference submitted a list of recommendations 
to the Government. 

July 26th.—It was announced that the Foreign Minister stated that 
adequate arrangement would be made to meet all liabilities in connection 
with the service of foreign loans in the event of the customs revenue proving 
inadequate. 

The Jzvestia stated that the Soviet Government intended to establish 
official relations with Chiang Kai-shek’s Government, in view of his con- 
tinued struggle against foreign imperialists. 

July 26th—Departure of Chiang Kai-shek. (See Civil Wars. The 


Yangize.) 
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Chinese Internal Affairs—(contd.). 





July 27th.—As a result of a petition from the Shanghai Tea Merchants’ 
Association, the Nanking Government announced that until further notice 
boxed tea, tea bricks and tea dust would be excepted from all export taxes. 

August ist.—Reported Japanese demands ve proposed duties. (See 
Foreign Relations.) 

August 2nd.—The Government was stated to have issued an ordinance 
that holders of Chinese Domestic Bonds should register their holdings within 
two months, the registration fee being 10 per cent. of their face-value. 
Failure to register would mean forfeiture. The affected loans were : 

Fifth and Seventh Year 6% and 7% Consolidated Monetary Reform 
Loan and Eleventh and Fourteenth Year Loans. 


















The Hankow Government. 


July 20th.—It was announced that Communist and Labour leaders had 
been rounded up in Hankow and that pickets outside the British-American 
Tobacco -Company‘s premises had been arrested following protests by the 
British Consul. 

It was reported that all the Communists had left the Hankow Government 
and the Soviet newspapers announced that in view of the betrayal by the 
Hankow Government the Communists would in future work in secret, A 
special illegal ‘“‘ Bureau of the Central Committee of the Communist party ”’ 
was said to have been organized. 

July 22nd.—Soviet version on expulsion of Communists. (See 
U.S.S.R.) 

July 25th.—It was stated that Borodin and his staff had returned to 
Hankow from Kuling. 

July 28th.—Reported departure of Borodin. (See Shanghai.) 

july 29th.—General Gallen (Military adviser of the Hankow Government) 
announced that the Hankow forces would begin a general offensive down the 
Yangtze to the coast in the following week. 

July 31st.—As a result of the Chinese Chamber of Commerce having 
stopped its donations to the rickshaw coolies and having arrested one of 
their officials several thousand coolies struck work. Rioting took place 
and the police opened fire. Martial law was proclaimed. 

August 2nd.—An unconfirmed telegram from Loyang stated that Feng 
Yu-Hsiang had allowed Borodin to proceed as far as Sianfu (Shensi) and had 
then taken him as a hostage. 



























Canton. 


July 20th.—It was reported that the anti-Japanese boycott had suddenly 
been abandoned. This news was not confirmed by a statement on the part 
of the Canton Government. 

July 25th.—It was reported that Fang Shek-sang, the Yunnanese General, 
with his troops had returned from the Yunnan border ostensibly in order to 
join in the expedition against Hankow, but actually it was believed to help 
General Li Chai-Sum to hold Canton. 

Chiang Kai-shek’s position in Canton was considered to be uncertain. 

August 2nd.—It was reported that Chiang Kai-shek’s influence in Canton 
was being re-asserted. Several officials appointed by the Nanking Govern- 
ment, who hesitated to displace temporary nominees of Li Chi-sum, have 
now assumed office. 

Koo Yang-fan, Minister of Finance, arrived from Nanking and stated 
that he intended to reorganize the finances of Canton, compensate and 
disperse the Hongkong strikers, and arrange for the abolition of likin, and 
the imposition of Chiang Kai-shek’s new customs duties. These have been 
postponed until September. 
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Chinese Internal Affairs—(contd.) 


Hunan. 


July 28th.—A report was made in The Times of the situation in Changsa 
and the Communist tenure of power last April. It was stated that the tide 
had temporarily turned against Communism. On 28th May, the Provincial 
Assembly decided that the Labour Unions were to be re-organized and 
affiliated to the Central Kuomintang. 


FOREIGN RELATIONS. 


July 20th.—Anti-Japanese boycott in Canton. (See Canton.) 

July 26th.—It was reported from Hankow that Mr. Riley, the special 
Correspondent of The Times, who had joined the Belgian Consul-General and 
the French Consul-General proceeding from Hankow to investigate the 
situation of the Nationalists at Chengchow, was missing. The British Consul- 
General at Hankow made representations in this connection to the Ministry 
for Foreign Affairs at Hankow and the Commissioner for Foreign Affairs in 
Honan. 

July 26th.—Foreign Minister’s statement re foreign loans. (See Nanking 
Government.) 

Statement ve Soviet Government’s relations with Chiang Kai-shek. (See 
Nanking Government.) 

July 28th.—A despatch was received at the Belgian Ministry for Foreign 
Affairs from Baron Guillaume, Belgian acting Consul at Hankow, stating 
that Mr. Riley, the missing Times special Correspondent, had accompanied 
Baron Guillaume on the Lunghai Railway—a Belgian Concession. No 
Belgian or Frenchman was reported missing. 

At the Tientsin branch of the Bank of Communications in the French 
Concession, twenty-four British and other carpet exporters objected to the 
illegal 10 per cent. tax levied since May last by the Chihli Provincial author- 
ities. The agent of the Provincial authorities insisted on the payment of 
the levy due on 300 tons of carpets about to be exported. 

August 1st.—Sir Miles Lampson, the British Minister to China, left Tientsin 
for Wei-hai-wei for a fortnight. Mr. O’Malley was left in charge. 

Mr. Yoshizawa, the Japanese Minister to China, left Tokyo on his return to 
China. It was reported in the Japanese Press that he would stop at 
Shanghai and lodge a demand with Chiang Kai-shek that the enforcement of 
the proposed duties should be deferred for mutual consideration until the 
difference between the North and South was settled. 

In pursuance of instructions from the French Minister in Peking, French 
Municipal police visited the Customs branch of the Bank of Communications 
where the Tuchun’s carpet tax bureau had been established, and ordered out 
all the carpet tax officials, including the British adviser, Mr. Galvin. They 
removed the tax notices, sent Mr. Galvin to the British concession, escorted 
the Chinese tax collectors to Chinese territory and ordered them not to return 
to the French concession. The French action was based on a Municipal 
regulation forbidding the collection of taxes in the French Concession except 
on the Municipal Council’s authority or by treaty right, for example, the 
Maritime Customs. 

August 2nd.—Mr. McMurray, American Minister to China, was instructed 
to return to Washington for consultation with Mr. Kellog, Secretary of State. 


Czechoslovakia. 
July 21st.—Supplement to the Trade Convention with Austria. 


(See Austria.) 
July 30th.—M. Krofta, the Czechoslovak envoy, left Prague for Rome to 


continue discussions with the Vatican. 
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East Indies. 

July 20th.—It was reported from The Hague that communist agitation 
in the Dutch East Indies had completely failed. Two Communist leaders 
were said to have been arrested at Samarang. 


Egypt. 

July 26th.—Arrival of King Fuad in Paris. (See France.) 

King Fuad addressed a cordial farewell cable message to the King of 
England in which he stated that he was much affected by the grand reception 
that he had met with which he felt would contribute powerfully to drawing 
closer together and to rendering more fruitful the bonds of friendship which 
unite Great Britain and Egypt. 

July 29th.—The Ministry of Finance approved the appointment of ten 
additional technical officials to the Bureau formed to report on the 
practicability of heightening the Aswan Dam as an alternative scheme to 
building the Gebel Aulia barrage in the Sudan. 


August 2nd.—Arrival of King Fuad in Rome. (See Italy.) 





France. 

July 18th.—M. Fritzch, the Mayor of Basse- Yutez (Moselle) and MM. Kerbel 
and Hungler, his assistants in connection with the autonomist manifesto 
published in Alsace-Lorraine in June, 1926, who were suspended from their 
duties, were amnestied. 


July 22nd.—The anniversary of the formation of the Government of 
National Union was celebrated by a luncheon given to M. Poincaré by his 
ministerial colleagues. 

The Cabinet appointed Marshal Lyautey, formerly Resident-General in 
the French Protectorate of Morocco, as Commissioner-General of the Colonial 
Exhibition to be held in 1929. The Cabinet also renewed for a further 
period of six months, the leave of absence from his parliamentary duties of 
M. Alexandre Varenne, the Socialist Deputy and Governor-General of 
Indo-China. 

A strong movement of protest has been organized in the constituency 
of Sedan against the arrangement of the electoral district, consequent on 
the return to single-member constituencies in France. 

M. Pierre Sémard, General-Secretary of the Communist Party of France, 
was rearrested. M. Bernard, the Assistant-Secretary of the Communist 
Party, was arrested in virtue of a sentence passed on him by the Orleans 
Court, Orleans, for attempting to entice troops to disobedience. 


july 23rd.—Communist reservists made a demonstration at a camp 
near Tours. Two were arrested and the military authorities opened an 
enquiry. 

Marshal Pétain, Inspector-General of the Army, paid a surprise visit 
to the annual Congress of the National Union of Reserve Officers at 
Strasbourg. In a speech he explained the increasingly important part that 
reserve officers play in the event of mobilization. 


july 24th.—In the presence of the King of the Belgians and the British 
Ambassador in Brussels (Sir George Grahame), Field-Marshal Lord Plumer 
unveiled the great War Memorial at Menin Gate. 

It was announced that the additional restrictions upon the export of 
capital imposed last year had been repealed. Regulations had been 
simplified and the various maximum sums transferable for special purposes 
were raised. 

M. Poincaré at the opening of the new Town Hall at Orchies (Department 
of the Nord), made a speech in which he referred to Franco-German relations 
and recalled the circumstances of the destruction during the Great War. 
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France—(contd.). 


In a speech at Jupilles (in the Sarthe Department), M. Caillaux, after 
paying a general tribute to M. Poincaré’s achievement in the restoration of 
the finances, criticised the endowment of the Sinking Fund which he said 
was excessive. 

The report, dated 13th July, of the two experts who visited the fortresses 
on the Eastern Prussian frontier was announced to have reached the 
Conference of Ambassadors. The report stated that the destruction had 
been completely carried out. The experts signed a procés-verbal with 
General von Pawelsz at the conclusion of the inspection. 

july 25th.—The nine Communists tried in the Paris courts with being 
concerned in espionage were sentenced to various terms of imprisonment, 
deprivation of civic rights and the payment of fines. 

July 26th.—The annual Congress of the General Confederation of Labour 
was opened in Paris. 

King Fuad arrived in Paris. 

July 27th—M. André Ponsot’s reported declaration of policy in Syria. 
(See Syria.) 

The Conference of Ambassadors met in Paris and took note of the reports 
of the French and Belgian experts who recently verified the demolition of the 
East Prussian fortifications. It was reported that with the completion of 
the formality the latter question might be regarded as closed. 

July 29th—M. Léon Daudet, in a letter to M. Barthou published in the 
Action Francaise, offered to surrender on the condition that a new enquiry 
into the circumstances surrounding the death of his son in 1923 was held. 

August 2nd.—The District Council at Prades adopted a resolution 
protesting against the alteration of electoral boundaries according to the 
new Electoral Law. 


French West Africa. 


July 28th—The Emir of Trarza scattered the party of bandits who had 
recently attempted to seize Port Etienne, Mauritania. 


Germany. 

july 19th.—Belgian Note to Germany re Reichstag Inquiry Commission 
(See Belgium.) 

July 20th.—The text of the Belgian memorandum on the subject of the 
recent speech of the Count de Brocqueville, Belgian War Minister, was 
published in Berlin together with the reply of the German Foreign Office. 

Trade Treaty with Japan. (See Japan.) 

July 22nd.—It was reported that Herr H6rsing, President of the Reichs- 
banner organization, had been officially rebuked by the Government of the 
Reich on account of a proclamation signed by him which had affirmed the 
sympathy of the Reich with the Austrian democrats. It was also stated 
that the Reich had expressed its regret to the Austrian Government through 
diplomatic channels for this proclamation. 

July 23vd.—It was reported in The Times that a scheme for supplying 
gas to the whole of Germany from the Ruhr, decided on last November, 
would be carried out by the Aktiengesellschaft fiir Kohleverwertung, a 
Company having its headquarters in Essen. 

July 24th—Experts’ report on dismantling of East Prussian Fortresses 
presented to Conference of Ambassadors. (See France.) 

July 25th—Herr Ho6rsing resigned his position as administrative head 
of the Prussian Province of Saxony. 

It was announced that Herr Marx had resigned his membership of the 
Reichsbanner. 

July 26th.—Eight Communists were sentenced at Stuttgart to penal 
servitude on a charge of complicity in an anarchist plot discovered in 


Wiirtemburg in 1923. 
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Germany—(contd.) 


Decision of the Permanent Court of International Justice regarding the 
| Nitrate Factory of Chorzow. (See Permanent Court of International Justice.) 
July 27th.—Conference of Ambassadors and East Prussian fortifications. 


(See France.) 


Great Britain. 

July 20th.—Mr. Bridgeman, First Lord of the Admiralty, and Lord Cecil, 
the chief British delegates to the Naval Limitation Conference, arrived in 
London to explain the position fully to the Prime Minister and the Cabinet 
before the Prime Minister left for Canada. Lord Cecil stated that he was 
optimistic about the Conference. 

july 21st.—Report to the League of Nations on the Traffic in Opium 
and other Dangerous Drugs. (See League of Nations.) 

July 22nd.—At a long session of the Cabinet it was understood that 
the British Delegates to the Naval Limitation Conference presented an 
exhaustive report of the proceedings and explained in detail the position 
which had been reached. 

July 23rd.—The Prince of Wales and Prince George and the Prime 
Minister and Mrs. Baldwin left London for their Canadian tour. 

The ‘‘ Shell’? Transport & Trading Company, Ltd., issued a statement 
associating this Company with the attitude of their principal American 
competitor, the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey, with regard to 
Soviet oil products. 

July 25th—In the House of Commons on the British Trade Vote, 
Sir P. Cunliffe-Lister reviewed the general position of British trade and 
commerce. 

The Committee of the Cabinet met to examine the questions raised in 
the account of the position of the Naval Limitation Conference given by 
Mr. Bridgeman and Lord Cecil. 

July 26th—The Cabinet met and again considered the position at the 
Naval Limitation Conference. Mr. Bridgeman and Lord Cecil returned to 
Geneva. 

July 27th.—Sir Austen Chamberlain made a statement in the House of 
Commons on British policy in regard to Naval Limitation. The statement 
was made in order to ‘‘ remove a misunderstanding which, if it continued 
uncorrected, could not but impede the prospects of success’’ at Geneva. 
He stated that there was no foundation for the apprehension that His 
Majesty’s Government had been charged with the desire to destroy equality 
of sea power as between the United States and the British Empire. 

July 28th—The Conference of the Miners’ Federation vetoed the 
formation of an Anglo-Russian Miners’ Committee and rejected a motion 
in favour of the Communist Party’s affiliation to the Labour Party. 

July 29th.—A Cabinet meeting was summoned at which it was reported 
the position at the Naval Limitation Conference was discussed. 

Dr. Francisco Sadi Fonso and Dr. Aururo G. Neumann, appointed by 
the Argentine Government to study the organization of cancer institutes, 
arrived in London. 

August 1st.—Speaking at the Liberal Summer School at Cambridge, 
Mr. Lloyd George said that the Conference at Geneva had been grossly 
mishandled. He stated that he was in favour of a complete understanding 
with the U.S.A. in regard to armaments and would in fact impose no limit 
to an understanding. 

Sir P. Cunliffe-Lister, President of the Board of Trade, in a speech at 
Reading, said that the Government were making a great attempt atl 
disarmament at Geneva. He said that they had a single object in view— 
to reduce expenditure in every way possible while maintaining the maximum 
of national security. 
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Great Britain—(contd.) 


August 2nd.—The text of an-Extradition Treaty between Great Britain 
and Albania signed at Tirana on 22nd July, 1926, was published as a White 
Paper. (Cmd. 2920.) 


Greece. 


July 22nd.—It was reported that a Parliamentary Commission had 
drafted a Bill defining the responsibility of Ministers according to which 
Ministers accused of breaking the law would be tried by the Senate. The 
Bill also laid down how General Pangalos and his Ministers should be tried 
as the Senate had not yet been constituted. 

The Prosecutor of the Court of Appeal at Canea has applied to the Areo. 
pagus for a ruling whether General Pangalos could legally be kept in prison 
pending his trial. 

July 27th.—It was reported that negotiations for the modification of the 
Greco-Soviet Customs Convention, which had been drawn up by General 
Pangalos, for the purpose of limiting the number of Soviet commercial agents, 
enjoying diplomatic privileges in Greece, were proceeding satisfactorily. 


Guatemala. 


July 29th.—Don Francisco Latour, the Guatemalan Minister in Wash- 
ington, was found shot in his study and taken to hospital in a critical 
condition. 


The Hejaz. 


July 23rd.—Ibn Saud and Druse refugees. (See Syria). 

August tst.—It was reported that in consequence of the Shiah agitation 
for securing a larger representation in the Iraqi Cabinet, King Feisal has 
appointed two more Shiahs as members: Hajl Abdul Muhsin Chelebi Esh 
Shallash (a member of Jaafar Pasha’s former Cabinet from November, 1923, 
to August, 1924) and Sheikh Salman al Barak. 

August 2nd.—The Koweit Correspondent of The Times of Mesopotamia, 
reported the discovery in Nejd by Abdulla ibn Jelwi, the Governor of the 
Province of al Hasa, of a plot to assassinate the Wahhabi King and the 
Emir Saud, his eldest son. It was alleged that the prime mover in the plot 
was the Wahhabi King’s brother, the Emir Mohamed ibn Abdur Rahman. 

According to the Um el Koraa, the official organ of the Wahhabi King, 
published in Mecca, negotiations have begun at Sana between the Wahhabi 
delegates and the Zaidi Imam Yahya for the settlement of the outstanding 
questions. The negotiations were reported to be proceeding in a friendly 
spirit. 


Holland. 

July 20th.—It was reported that raids made at The Hague and at Leyden 
on the houses of Javanese students had revealed relations between leaders 
of the Javanese student’s associations and a Javanese communist leader 
named Semaoem living in Moscow. 

July 24th—The Royal Dutch Company issued a manifesto to the public 
drawing attention to the disastrous consequences likely to arise from en- 
couraging the “‘ thieving policy ”’ of the Soviet. Appeal was made to support 
the fight against Bolshevism. 


Honk- Kong. 

july 20th.—The Norwegian steamer ‘‘ Solviken,”’ from Hong-Kong for 
Saigon was seized and taken to Bias Bay by pirates. 

July 22nd.—It was reported that Capt. Rickard Gentoft, the master of 
the Norwegian steamer seized on the 20th July, had died from his injuries. 
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Hungary. 

July 25th—His Eminence, Mgr. John Csernoch, Cardinal Presbyter of 
the Title of Saint Eusebius, Archbishop of Esztergom and Prince Primate 
of Hungary, died. 

July 26th.—Italo-Hungarian Convention. (See Italy). 

July 29th.—The state funeral of the Cardinal Archbishop and Primate 
of Esztergom took place and was attended by the Regents, Diplomatic 
' Corps, three Archdukes, the Cabinet and both Houses of Parliament. 
| Thousand of peasant pilgrims from Hungary and Czechoslovakia witnessed 
the ceremony. 


Iceland. 
July 29th.—The final results of the election for the Althing (Parliament) 


showed that the Socialists had secured 4 seats ; Conservatives 13; Peasant 
Party 7; Liberals 1; and the Independents 1. The Ministry resigned. 


India. 
July 29th.—It was reported that Bombay police had raided the office 


| of the Indian National Herald and confiscated an issue of 2nd February, 
> containing a pamphlet entitled ‘“‘ India and China,” published by a local 
Communist with a foreword by Mr. Saklatvala. 


| Irish Free State. 
July 27th.—Visit of United States Envoy, Mr. Stirling. (See U.S.A.) 


Italy. 
July 20th—A Committee “‘ for corporative action in the matter of prices, 


costs and wages ’’ was constituted at Rome. This action marked a further 
step towards the Government’s control of prices. 

July 21st.—It was announced that the financial year 1926-1927 which 
' came to an end on the 30th June last closed with a surplus of 404,863,486 
Lire, against 1,489,000,000 Lire obtained in the previous year. 

July 26th.—An Italo-Hungarian Convention, providing for the formation 
of a Free Zone at Fiume for the benefit of Hungary, was signed in Rome. 

July 28th—A Labour Contract was concluded at Cremona between a 
group of employers and members of the Fascist Trade Unions. The contract 
embodied many of the principles of the ‘‘ Charter of Labour ”’ of 21st April. 

July 29th.—Siamese order for Signor Mussolini. (See Siam). 

July 30th.—Visit of Czechoslovak Minister. (See Czechoslovakia.) 

July 31st.—Thiossone, a Sicilian emigrant, was sentenced to twelve years 
and six months imprisonment for having given abroad false accounts of the 
internal conditions of Italy. 

August 1st.—The Cabinet met and adopted the report of the Minister of 
Finance for the reduction of taxes, duties and public service tariffs. 

August 2nd.—King Fuad arrived in Rome on a state visit to the King 
of Italy. 
Japan. 

July 20th.—A Trade Treaty based on the Trade Treaty of 1911, which 
had lapsed at the outbreak of the war, was signed between Germany and 
Japan in Tokyo. 

July 22nd.—Press views on British proposals at Naval Limitation Con- 
ference. (See Naval Limitation Conference). 

July 28th.—The Emperor left for the Bonin Islands to attend the naval 
manoeuvres. 

Latvia. 

July 28th.—M. Vesmanis, the Latvian Minister in London, made a state- 
ment in regard to reports alleging that the British Government was 
endeavouring to form an anti-Soviet bloc with the participation of the Baltic 
States. He stated that, as far as Latvia was concerned, these reports were 
unfounded. 
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League of Nations. 

July 21st.—The Secretariat issued a summary for the proposals for calen- 
dar reform, which were submitted before July, 1926, from all parts of the 
world to the special commission of enquiry. 

The British Government’s report to the League of Nations for 1926, on 
the traffic in opium and for dangerous drugs was issued. 

July 27th—The Ninth Session of the International Committee for 
Intellectual] Co-operation concluded. 

August 1st.—Soviet representation at General Conference on Communi. 
cations and Transit. (See U.S.S.R.) 

Liberia. 

July 25th—The President of Liberia left London for Paris. 

July 26th.—The Eightieth anniversary of Independence Day in Liberia 
took place. 

Lithuania. 

July 20th.—It was reported that three alleged Polish spies were arrested 
and handed over to a military court. 
Morocco. 

Julv 21st.—General Vidalon, Commander-in-Chief of the French forces 
in Morocco, had an interview at Laraiche with General Sanjurjo Sacanell, 
the Spanish High Commissioner and Commander-in-Chief. It was reported 
that General Sanjurjo Sacanell was devoting his energies to developing the 
plan of public works prepared by the civil services of the Protectorate. 

July 25th.—The recent capture of two Moroccan natives, formerly in the 
French auxiliary service, who killed Capt. Resplandit during the Riff move- 
ment in 1925, was reported. 

Naval Limitation Conference. 

July 20th.—Arrival of British delegates in London. (See Great Britain.) 

July 22nd.—British Cabinet meeting with the report of the delegates, 
(See Great Britain.) 

It was reported that the Japanese press had developed a steadily increasing 
hostility to the British proposals. 

july 25th.—Meeting of the Committee of the British Cabinet ve report of 
British Delegates to the Conference. (See Great Britain.) 

July 26th.—British Cabinet meeting on the Conference and return of 
British delegates to Geneva. (See Great Britain.) 

July 27th.—Sir Austen Chamberlain’s statement on British policy. 
(See Great Britain.) 

July 28th.—-The chief Delegates met and the British delegates issued 
a communiqué giving the British proposals, which were stated by The Times 
Correspondent to be “‘ generally interpreted as being not very hopeful.”’ 

July 29th.—British Cabinet meeting. (See Great Britain.) 

July 31st.—Australian Minister’s views ve Naval Limitation. (See 
Australia.) 

August 1st.—The plenary session of the Conference which was fixed 
for this date was postponed until 4th August at the request of the American 
delegation on the grounds that they required more time for a re-examination 
of the British proposals. It was reported that there was no hope of an 
agreement being reached. 

Mr. Lloyd George and Sir P. Cunliffe-Lister’s opinions on the Conference. 
(See Great Britain.) 

August 2nd.—The Correspondent of The Times reported that though 
hopes of a successful outcome of the Conference had almost been abandoned, 
the chief delegates continued to meet and exchange views. Interest centred 
round a Japanese proposal, of which the kerne] was a sort of moratorium in 
shipbuilding, a temporary arrangement designed to carry the three-Powers 
over the revision of the Washington Treaty in 1931, the acceptance of which 
would mitigate the failure of the Conference to reach a more definite 
settlement. 
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Nicaragua. 

July 25th—A skirmish occurred near San Fernando (c. twenty miles 
from Ocotal) between the forces of General Sandino and the United States 
Marines and Nicaraguan Constabulary. One Marine and several of the 


Constabulary were wounded. 


Palestine. 

August 2nd.—The text of the Agreement between Palestine and Syria 
and the Lebanon, signed in Jerusalem by Lord Plumer and M. Henri de 
Jouvenel, then High Commissioner of Syria, on 2nd February, 1926, and 
afterwards subjected to verbal amendments, was published as a White 


Paper. (Cmd. 2919.) 
Permanent Court of International Justice. 


July 26th—The Court delivered judgment on the objection taken by 
the Polish Government to its jurisdiction to deal with a claim for an indemnity 
brought before it by the German Government in consequence of the seizure 
by the Polish Government of the nitrate factory of Chorzow, in Upper 
Silesia. By ten votes to three the Court declined to uphold the Polish 
objection. 

August 2nd.—The Court began its sittings to determine the question of 
the jurisdiction of the Turkish Court in condemning Lieut. Demons, Master 
of the French steamer, ‘‘ Lotus,’’ on a charge of manslaughter in connection 
with the collision of that vessel with the Turkish ship “ Boskourt.”’ 


Persia. 

July 25th.—It was announced that Dr. Millspaugh, the head of the 
American Financial Mission, had refused to accept the terms of the amended 
contract offered him by the Persian Government and that he was preparing 
to leave immediately. The Government’s proposal that Mr. MacCaskey 
should act in his stead with the same powers for the fifty-one days until his 
contract expired was still under discussion by the Mejlis. 

July 28th.—The Mejlis elected the Prime Minister to act temporarily 


in the place of Dr. Millspaugh. 


Poland. 

July 20th.—Arrest of alleged Polish spies. (See Lithuania.) 

july 23vd.—The Warsaw police discovered the Headquarters of the 
Ukrainian Communist Organization, seized many documents and much 
propaganda. Nineteen persons were arrested. 

M. Patek, the Polish Minister to the Soviet Union, left Warsaw for 
Moscow. It was reported that during his stay in Moscow, he had been in 
consultation with the Foreign Office concerning the re-establishment of 
former relations between Poland and the Soviet. 

July 25th.—The President of the Republic refused to reduce the sentence 
of penal servitude for life passed on Boris Kowerda, the murderer of 
M. Voikoff, on the ground that the murdered man was the representative 
of a foreign country. 

July 26th.—Decision of Permanent Court of International Justice regarding 
the Nitrate Factory of Chorzow. (See Permanent Court of International 
Justice.) 

July 31st.—It was reported that Professor Herbaczewski, of the University 
of Kovno, on a visit to Poland, in a conversation with a press representative, 
discussed the possibility of an understanding between Lithuania and Poland 
for the joint ownership of Vilna. 

August 1st.—Departure of Polish Minister. (See U.S.S.R.) 

August 2nd.—A semi-official communiqué was issued in the press stating 
that during the last ten days M. Patek had had three conferences with 
M. Chicherin and M. Stomoniakoff which had prepared the way for settlement 
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Poland—(contd.). 


of Polish-Soviet relations after the ill-feeling caused by the murder oj 
M. Voikoff. The communiqué stated that M. Patek would report to the 
Polish Government on these relations. It was stated that on his returp 
to Moscow M. Patek would resume the negotiations for a Security Pact 
and later for a Commercial Treaty. 


Portugal. 


July 30th—The Portuguese Government entertained the Spanish 
delegation which was negotiating in Lisbon the utilization of the water 
power of the River Douro. In an address Don José Yanguas, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, emphasized the need for close political relations between 
Spain and Portugal. 


Reparations. 


July 28th.—The English edition of the Reparation Commission Official 
Documents was published by H.M. Stationery Office, London. 

The Reparation Commission met on 27th July under the Chairmanship 
of M. Chapsal and examined the distribution of the fourth annuity of the 
Experts’ Plan and the estimated receipts for September, October and 
November. They further settled various questions regarding Austrian and 
Hungarian securities in the cases of loss or theft as well as to their 
recouponing. 


Rumania. 


July 20th.—King Ferdinand died. 

Three Regents appointed by the Act of Succession of January, 1926— 
Prince Nicholas; the Patriach of Rumania, Mgr. Miron; and the First 
President of the Court of Cassation, M. Buzdygan—took the oath of allegiance 
to King Michael (the five-year grandson of King Ferdinand) in person in the 
presence of the Senate and the Chamber of Deputies assembled in a joint 
session at Bucharest. 

The Government issued a proclamation extolling the late King. 

july 25th.—The Regents issued a proclamation calling upon the citizens 
to assist them in the difficult task of conducting affairs until the majority of 
King Michael. 

In Parliament the Prime Minister asserted the absolute necessity for the 
continuance of the dynasty. Dr. Maniu, leader of the National Tsaranists, 
called upon the Regents to restore order and legality in the realm and 
demanded a dissolution of Parliament, although it was only two weeks’ old. 

The representatives of the German Magyar and Jewish minorities 
declared their undying loyalty to King Michael. 

July 29th.—It was announced in the Bulgarian press that the Rumanian 
Government had agreed to the resumption of telephonic communication 
between Sofia and Bucharest which had been interrupted since the War. 

July 31st.—It was stated that Prince Carol, while insisting that he had 
no intention of provoking agitation in Rumania, considered that as a Rumanian 


and as a father he had the right to interfere personally in order to safeguard 


the greatness of his country and the integrity of his son’s inheritance. 
August 2nd.—The Chamber has passed a measure allocating the Civil 
List representing a sum of 55,000,000 leis (£68,750) annually. 
M. Maniu, leader of the Tsaranist Party called upon the Regents in the 
Chamber to dissolve Parliament and hold a new election. It was stated 


that the Tsaranist Party persistently refused to collaborate with the Liberals. 


Siam. 
July 29th.—In connection with the new Treaty with Italy the King 


conferred the Grand Cross of the Order of the White Elephant on 
Signor Mussolini. 
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Spain. 

July 24th.—It was announced that the Minister of War had appointed 
a special military judge to institute an enquiry into alleged acts of 
indiscipline among the cadets of the Military Academy at Segovia. 

July 29th.—A Royal Decree signed by the King was gazetted determining 
the procedure for the revision of the Customs tariff to be commenced on 

ist October by the Council of National Economy. 

July 30th.—Spanish delegation to Portugal re utilization of water power 

of River Douro. (See Portugal.) 








Syria. 

July 23vd.—It was reported in The Times that according to the Palestine 
Bulletin, Sultan Pasha El-Atrash, the recent leader of the Druse insurgents, 
had gone to Mecca to meet the Wahhabi King who was stated to have 
offered asylum in the Hejaz to Druse refugees. 

july 27th—M. André Ponsot, the French High Commissioner, was 
reported to have made a declaration indicating the general lines of future 
' policy. Greater decentralization of administration was promised. 

August 2nd.—Publication of Agreement with Palestine. (See Palestine.) 


Turkey. 
July 24th.—The Minister of Finance, Abdul Halik Bey, left for Western 
| Europe to visit Paris, London and finally Sweden. It was understood that 
in the former two places he would discuss the question of the coupons of the 
} Public Debt. 

July 28th.—The special Commission set up by the Government to 
investigate the activities of the ‘‘ Anglophil Committee ’’ completed its work. 
Turkish newspapers published names of several hundreds of officials who 
will be dismissed from Government service. 

August 1st.—It was reported that an agreement with regard to the 
= service of the Ottoman Debt had been reached, and that payment of the 
coupons would be resumed. 


U.S.A. 


July 19th.—The Standard Oil Company of New Jersey issued a statement 
denying that it was negotiating for the purchase of Russian oil, and saying 
that when the Soviet Government made efforts to open a regular market 
for Russian oil, the Company refused to enter into negotiations without 
assurances that the claims of the rightful owners of the confiscated properties 
would be met. 

July 20th.—Mr. Hoover, the Secretary of Commerce, reported to President 
Coolidge on the Mississippi floods and stated that the Red Cross Fund 
(c. $17,000,000 (£3,400,000)] would suffice for relief work until November. 
He also made recommendations for provision against the recurrence of such 
disasters. 

July 21st.—The Vacuum Oil Company having active business relations 
with the Soviet Government, made an indirect reply to the statement of 
the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey regarding its refusal to have any 
; dealings with Soviet Russia. , 

For statement of The “ Shell’’ Transport and Trading Company. (See 
Great Britain.) 

July 25th.—Skirmish with General Sandino’s forces. (See Nicaragua.) 

July 27th.—Sir Austen Chamberlain’s statement on British policy re 
naval limitation. (See Great Britain.) 

Mr. Stirling, the First United States Envoy-Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary to the Irish Free State, visited Vice-Regal Lodge. 

August 2nd.—Mr. Coolidge announced that he would not stand for 
re-election as President. 

Return of American: Minister in China to Washington. (See ‘‘ China,’’ 
Foreign Relations.) 
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U.S.S.R. 


july 19th.—The Standard Oil Company and purchase of Soviet oil, 
(See U.S.A.) 

july 20th.—Further appeals by Soviet leaders with regard to Viennese 
rioting were made. 

The principal Soviet naval manceuvres began with a sham battle near 
Kronstadt. 

At Kharkoff the Soviet authorities began the “Trial of Georgian 
Menshevists.”’ 

July 22nd.—The Times of this date published a message of the Official] 
Tass Agency from Hankow (July 15th) giving the Soviet version of the 
politica] crisis within the Wuhan Government and the Kuomintang. 

July 21st.—The Vacuum Oil Company’s indirect reply to the Standard 
Oil Company in reference to dealings with U.S.S.R. (See U.S.A.) 

July 23rd.—‘‘ Shell”’ Transport & Trading Company’s policy regarding 
Soviet oil. (See Great Britian.) 

July 24th.—The Royal Dutch Company’s policy towards Soviet Russia. 
(See Holland.) 

The Soviet fleet manceuvres in the Baltic Sea ended with a ‘‘ midnight 
general meeting.’”’” The War Commissioner, M. Voikoff, was present and 
delivered a speech in which he declared that the menace of war had become 
a reality and that one would probably break out in 1928. 

July 25th.—Confirmation of life sentence on Kowerda. (See Poland.) 

July 26th—The Plenary Conference of the Central Commission was 
opened at Moscow. 

Soviet Government’s relations with Chiang Kai-shek. (See China: 
Nanking Government.) 

Many more “ terrorist ’’ executions were reported in Yaroslavl, Turkistan, 
Kharkoff, Kieff, Kursk, Orel and in White Russia. 

The trial by the Soviet authorities at Verkne, Udinsk, near the frontier 
of Mongolia of eighty-eight lamas was concluded. They had been tried for 
“opposing the Soviet decree disqualifying merchants and priests from 
administrative positions, and nationalizing Buddhist Monasteries,’’ and were 
sentenced to imprisonment for periods varying from one to five years. 

July 27th.—It was announced that the Soviet authorities had published 
further details of the census of the population of the U.S.S.R. carried out 
last December and January. As regards the various Republics of the 
Soviet Union : 

Has a population of : 


The R.S.F.S.R. (or Russia proper) re 100,500,000 
Ukraine - oe - 7 - 28,872,000 
White Russia ve aa ‘ - 4,900,000 
Trans-Caucasia ws a - P 5,800,000 
Turkmanistan _ ‘ 1,000,000 


The total number of town dwellers is approximately 26,000,000. The 
population of certain provinces was fourteen to eighteen per cent. less than 
it was in 1920, the decrease being due generally to the famine of 1921. 

July 28th.—Conference of the Miners’ Federation and Russian Communists. 
(See Great Britain.) 

July 29th.—It was reported from Riga that the Communist International 
had issued an appeal to the workers and peasants of the world to proclaim 
a general strike to begin on the thirteenth anniversary of the Great War 
as a means of compelling Imperialists to ‘‘ cease war against China and 
avert war against the U.S.S.R.”’ 

July 31st.—M. Stalin, President of the Political Bureau of the Communist 
International returned from furlough and published his ‘‘ observations on 
the war danger,’”’ which he considered was now a real danger. 

August tst.—M. Patek, Polish Minister, left Moscow for Warsaw in order 
to consult with his Government. 
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U.S.5.4A.—(contd.). 


M. Chicherin informed the Secretary-General of the League of Nations 
that the Soviet Government would send a delegate to attend the General 
Conference on Communications and Transit on condition that this delegation 
would ‘‘ enjoy all the rights and privileges granted at the Conference to 
members of the Organization on Communications and Transit. 

August 2nd.—It was reported that the Supreme Tribunal at Kharkoff 
} had condemned, after a fortnight’s trial, one of the twelve prisoners connected 
with ‘‘ Georgian Menshevist conspiracy ’”’ to death and the others to long 
terms of imprisonment. 

It was reported that the Ogpu had shot twelve former ex-officers in 
Moscow, other executions were also reported. 

August 2nd.—Polish Relations with Soviet. (See Poland.) 

August 3vd.—-The Times Correspondent gave extracts of a speech made 
by M. Kameneff, Assistant-Commissar for War, and reported in the Izvestia 
of 26th July. The speech dealt with the acute danger of war with Great 


Britain. 


III.—LEAGUE OF NATIONS NOTES. 
BRITISH REPORT ON OPIUM. 


Great Britain’s annual report to the League of Nations on the Traffic in Dan- 
gerous Drugs has just been published. This shows that the export of drugs has 
been much smaller than previously, and the amount sent to China is very small 
in proportion to the population. The report draws attention to the way in which 
the British and other Governments and the League are all co-operating together 
to stop this trafficking in drugs. New laws have been drawn up which prevent 
drug addicts from obtaining different supplies of drugs from different doctors. 
All doctors, veterinary surgeons, and dentists, have to keep a close account of the 
drugs that pass through their hands. 


IRAQ TO JOIN THE LEAGUE? 


The question of Iraq’s application to join the League as a full member is being 
much discussed. As the Assembly opens on 5th September, and five week's notice 
is required for application, it is unlikely that she will be admitted this year. But 
that the matter should be discussed at all is very interesting. In 1920, Iraq was 
made a Mandate of Great Britain, being of the ‘“‘A” Class, whose “‘ existence as 
independent nations can be provisionally recognised subject to the rendering of 
administrative advice and assistance by a Mandatory, until such time as they are 
able to stand alone.”” Nevertheless, Iraq never became a proper Mandate. She 
showed herself to be very independent and to greatly dislike the idea of being a 
Mandate. So Great Britain, with the approval of the League, drew up a special 
treaty with Iraq, which, although it placed her really in the same position as a 
Mandate, did not call her one. Steadily Iraq has been developing. Since 1924 
she has had a Parliament and Feisul is her King. Great Britain is pledged to give 
“ active consideration ” to Iraq’s application for membership of the League in 1928, 
and at successive intervals of four years. A new Asiatic member would be very 


welcome. 


FORCED LABOUR. 


A Committee of Experts met in Geneva in July to discuss the question of forced 
labour. They agreed that forced labour was to be abolished as soon as possible 
and requested the Governing Body of the International Labour Organization to put 
iton the Agenda of the Conference at the earliest opportunity. The Slavery Con- 
vention has already denounced forced labour as illegal except for special purposes, 
such as for the public good, special emergency, and when other labour is unobtainable, 
and then it must be adequately paid. The trouble is that the dividing line between 
forced labour and slavery is easily crossed, and this must be made impossible. 
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